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  Parkway girls join ‘Urban Nutcracker’ 
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Parkway girls join ‘Urban Nutcracker’
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Jeff Gilbride
Bulletin Staff


WEST ROXBURY— This year’s production of the Urban Nutcracker will feature a major Parkway presence, with nine West Roxbury-based dancers involved in the show. 

Anthony Williams’ Urban Nutcracker, a holiday staple for the Boston arts, celebrates its sixth anniversary this December. The show follows the story of E.T.A. Hoffman’s 19th Century fairy tale set in contemporary Boston, fusing ballet, swing, hip hop, and urban tap with a classical score of Tchaikovsky and the music of Duke Ellington. The Urban Nutcracker is the product of BalletRox, a youth based professional dance center located on Amory Street in Jamaica Plain. Alexis Smith Hamdan, owner of Centre Stage Dancewear on Centre Street, was recently appointed to the BalletRox Board of Directors. “I am honored to be a part of this great organization which reaches out through dance to at-risk children in the City of Boston,” Smith Hamdan said. “As a former professional dancer and as the owner of Centre Stage, I understand the positive impact dance can have on a child’s life. I am thankful to Tony Williams for giving me this opportunity.” She will be joined by eight students from the West Roxbury School of Dance who are gearing up for their first-time appearance in the widely renowned show. Those dancers include Gina Pizzano from Westwood, JamieLionnetto from Dedham, Gabriela Musto, Joanne Armstrong, Lilly Tang, Caroline Hubbard and sisters Juliana and Maria Stavros, all from West Roxbury. 

The girls range in ages from 11 to 16 and are all longtime students of the downstairs dance studio on Corey Street. 

“They are performing multiple tasks, tapping, hip-hop and ballet,” West Roxbury School of Dance owner and instructor Emily Kingsbury said. “I’ve had these girls since they were three and I’m actually quite honored they auditioned for Tony Williams. We’re going to be planning a group field trip to the performance so the studio can view the girls.” 

On a Saturday afternoon inside the West Roxbury School of Dance, Pizzano and her fellow dance classmates Hubbard and Lionnetto said they were gearing up for a tap dancing performance during the show’s prologue and a ballet piece for the midst of the show. 

Lionnetto said she is excited for the show, which opens on Dec. 8 at John Hancock Hall, located at 180 Berkeley St. in Boston. 

“I guess it’s a good experience and really fun,” she said. “Our teacher just told us about it. It was kind of a last minute thing to go audition.” Students from the West Roxbury School of Dance have made the BalletRox studio their home for the past few Sundays. All children at BalletRox receive a foundation of learning in ballet, as well as an opportunity to explore other dance styles, such as modern, jazz and tap. Centre Stage also sponsors a dance scholarship contest for local dancers. For more information about Centre Stage, visit www.centrestagedanceshop.com. For more information on the Urban Nutcracker visit www.balletrox.org. 
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  Centre Stage Dancewear
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web: http://www.wrms.org 


	[image: image11.png]





[image: image12.jpg]


