2008 URBAN NUTCRACKER HIGHLIGHTS

Dear Member of the Media:

There are so many great stories to be told about the Tony Williams’ Urban Nutcracker. Now in its eighth year, the show, performed by members of BalletRox, a nonprofit dance company, as well as many others in the professional dance community, just gets better each year. We are sure there is a story that you would love to cover for your publication! From Broadway performers to doo-woppers to Irish step dancers to more than 75 local children (many on scholarship), there’s something rich to write about. Please contact us for more information or media passes.

NEW THIS YEAR!

* Irish step dancers from the Dunleavy Shaffer School of Irish Dance.

* New Russian dance (“Caviar Caper”) where popping n’ locking meets Bob Fosse-style jazz to Duke Ellington’s music.

* New “Battle Scene” choreographed by Tony-award winning dancer and choreographer Yo-el Cassell and Jane Allard

* Updated libretto that has a new character. This year, look for “Father,” who returns from a tour of duty in the military and is symbolic of the Nutcracker Soldier Doll.

BACK & BETTER THAN EVER!

* Yo-el Cassell, accomplished in dance, pantomime, and puppetry, returns for his 8th season as Drosselmeyer’s hilarious sidekick Mini-Meyer! He was in the 2006 Broadway production of Julie Taymor’s version of Pinocchio Gepetto and Son.

* SWIRLS: (Sisters Working in Real-Life Situations), a local non-profit Double Dutch  team that helps nurture young women into independent leaders, will perform  again this year.

* The Urban Nutcracker cast has more kids than ever - more than 75, plus seasoned professionals and students!

* Tappers Khalid Hill and Sean Fielder return to the show. Both are Boston-born and went on to dance in the Broadway hit “Bring in Da Noise, Bring in Da Funk.”

* This marks seven years of having members of the famous G-Clefs, an all-star line-up of Doo Wop veterans.

* An added week of performances due to the overwhelming success of last year’s show!

CALENDAR LISTING

BALLETROX PRESENTS

Anthony Williams’ URBAN NUTCRACKER
Dec. 6, 7, 13, 14, 20, 21 at 1 pm and

Dec. 5, 6, 12, 13, 19, 20 at 7:30 pm

Dec. 7, 14, 21 at 5:30 pm

John Hancock Hall, Boston , MA

Anthony Williams’ Urban Nutcracker (www.urbannutcracker.org) is a celebration of the holiday classic but with an inner-city edge. Set in contemporary Boston, Urban Nutcracker presents a multicultural interpretation of the 19th century fairy tale fusing ballet, swing, hip hop, and urban tap with the classical score of Tchaikovsky and the pulsating beat of Duke Ellington.

 John Hancock Hall, 180 Berkeley St. , Boston , is accessible via the Green Line to Arlington Station or Orange Line to Back Bay Station.

Tickets: $20-$55. Order online through www.urbannutcracker.com or by calling 877-548-3237 (toll free) or purchase at the Back Bay Events Box Office at 180 Berkeley Street, Boston .

For interviews with Anthony Williams, please e-mail pr@balletrox.org or call 617-524-3066. Hi-res images available.

About BalletRox

BalletRox is a Boston-based 501c3 non-profit dance company founded in 1995 by Tony Williams with the mission to use the power of dance to break down racial barriers. For more information, visit www.balletrox.org.
