2007 URBAN NUTCRACKER HIGHLIGHTS

Dear Member of the Media:
There are so many great stories to be told about the Tony Williams’ Urban Nutcracker. Now in its seventh year, the show, performed by members of BalletRox, a nonprofit youth dance company, as well as many others in the professional dance community, just gets better each year. We are sure there is a story that you would love to cover for your publication! From flamenco stars to Broadway performers to doo-woppers to Turkish folk dancers to more than 75 local children (many on scholarship), there’s something rich to write about. Please contact us for more information or media passes.
NEW THIS YEAR!

* Artistic director Tony Williams will play Drosselmeyer for the first time in five shows, including opening night! Williams grew up in the housing projects in Jamaica Plain and attended the Boston School of Ballet. He worked his way up from corps-de-ballet to principal with as The Boston Ballet, Joffrey Ballet, Royal Winnipeg Ballet, the Gulbenkian Ballet, and the Norwegian Ballet.

* The debut of Ahmet Luleci’s internationally acclaimed Collage Dance Ensemble, a Turkish Folk dance company integrating Eastern European traditional performance with modern Western techniques. 

* SWIRLS: Sisters Working in Real-Life Situations, a local non-profit that helps nurture young women into independent leaders, will perform a Double Dutch act.

* The Urban Nutcracker cast has more kids than ever – more than 75 children and teens, plus seasoned professionals and students at the Boston Conservatory!

* Tapper Sean Fielder will perform in a lead role this year. Born and raised in Boston, he started dancing when he was 3 years old and recently toured in “Bring in Da Noise, Bring in Da Funk.”

* Alfonso Figueroa, choreographer / Head of production, has joined the Urban Nutcracker this year. He is an Emmy-nominated, National Endowment, and Vestris National Competition award winner. 

* Janet Moran, the Urban Nutcracker’s new ballet mistress, studied at prestigious School of American Ballet with George Balanchine and has been a member of the Eglevsky Ballet, the New York City Ballet, and the Boston Ballet. 
BACK & BETTER THAN EVER!

* Yo-el Cassell, accomplished in dance, pantomime, puppetry, and choreography, returns for his seventh season as Drosselmeyer's hilarious sidekick Mini-Meyer! He has performed with The American Mime Theater, Rob Marshall, Julie Taymore, and many others.
* World-renowned Flamenco dancer Isaac de los Reyes returns for his second season in a sizzling dance duet with Sean Fielder. 
* This marks six years of having members of the famous doo-wop group, the 

G-Clefs, perform.

* A return to the John Hancock Hall due to the overwhelming success of last year’s show!

CALENDAR LISTING

BALLETROX PRESENTS

Anthony Williams’ URBAN NUTCRACKER

Dec. 8, 9, 15 & 16 at 1pm and 

Dec. 7, 8, 13, 14 & 15 at 7:30pm

Dec. 9 & 16 at 5:30 pm

John Hancock Hall, Boston, MA

Anthony Williams’ Urban Nutcracker (www.urbannutcracker.org) is a celebration of the holiday classic but with an inner-city edge. Set in contemporary Boston, Urban Nutcracker presents a multicultural interpretation of the 19th century fairy tale fusing ballet, swing, hip hop, and urban tap with the classical score of Tchaikovsky and the pulsating beat of Ellington. 

John Hancock Hall, 180 Berkeley St., Boston, is accessible via the Green Line to Copley Station or Orange Line to Back Bay Station.
Tickets: $20-$55. Order online through www.urbannutcracker.com or by calling 877-548-3237 (toll free) or purchase at the Back Bay Events Box Office at 180 Berkeley Street, Boston.

For interviews with Anthony Williams, please e-mail information@balletrox.org 

or call 617-524-3066. Photos (300 DPI) of the Urban Nutcracker can be downloaded at www.metlicka.com/un04.

